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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

Applicant's election without traverse of Group I (claims 1-22) in the reply filed on 
05/08/2008 is acknowledged. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

1. Claims 1-10 and 13-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Cuffaro (6,223,032). 
Regarding claim 13-14, Cuffaro discloses a communication network configured to 
isolate a communication device (See figs. 1-2), the network comprising: a register 16 
configured to register an identification of a communication device 12 authorized to 
access the communication network; a receiver 15 coupled to the register 16, the 
receiver 15 configured to receive a call from the communication device 12; a call 
characterizer 20 coupled to the receiver 15, the call characterizer 20 configured to 
determine whether a characteristic of the call is undesirable; and a transmitter 15 
coupled to the call characterizer 20, the transmitter 15 configured to transmit a disabling 
message (shut-down command) to the communication device 12 if the call characterizer 
20 determines the characteristic of the call is undesirable, wherein the disabling 
message is configured to terminate the call and prevent the communication device12 



Application/Control Number: 10/779,756 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2618 

from establishing a new call and wherein the register 16 is further configured to de- 
register the identification of the communication device 12 if the call characterizer 20 
determines the characteristic of the call is undesirable (See figs. 1-2 and col. 2 line 65 to 
col. 4 line 30). 

Claims 1 and 7 are rejected for the same reasons as set forth in claim 13-14, as 
method. 

Regarding claim 15, Cuffaro discloses as cited in claim 13. Cuffaro further 
discloses a de-registration register 25 coupled to the call characterizer 20 and to the 
register 16, the de-registration register 25 configured to maintain the identification of the 
communication device 12 if the call characterizer 20 determines the characteristic of the 
call is undesirable (See fig. 2 and col. 3 lines 29-50). 

Claim 8 is rejected for the same reasons as set forth in claim 15, as method. 

Regarding claim 16, Cuffaro discloses as cited in claim 13. Cuffaro further 
discloses a call re-director 18 coupled to the call characterizer 20, the call re-director 18 
configured to re-direct the call to a remediation center if the call characterizer 20 
determines the characteristic of the call is undesirable, wherein the remediation center 
is configured to remediate the communication device 12 (See fig. 2 and col. 3 line 51 to 
col. 4 line 9). 

Claim 9 is rejected for the same reasons as set forth in claim 16, as method. 
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Regarding claims 17-18, Cuffaro discloses as cited in claim 13. Cuffaro further 
discloses the call characterizer 20 is configured to evaluate a pattern of the call from the 
communication device 12 and to compare the characteristic of the call to a 
predetermined undesirable characteristic (See fig. 2 and col. 3 lines 29-50). 

Claim 3 is rejected for the same reasons as set forth in claim 17, as method. 

Regarding clams 19-20, Cuffaro discloses as cited in claim 13. Cuffaro further 
discloses the transmitter 15 is configured to transmit a notification indicative of the call 
having an undesirable characteristic if the call characterizer 20 determines the 
characteristic of the call is undesirable, wherein the notification includes an instruction to 
remediate the communication device 12 (See fig. 2 and col. 3 lines 51-64, col. 4 lines 
31-59). 

Claims 5-6 are rejected for the same reasons as set forth in claims 19-20, as 
method. 

Regarding claim 2, Cuffaro discloses as cited in claim 1 . Cuffaro further 
discloses determining whether a characteristic of the call is undesirable includes 
monitoring the call for the duration of the call (See col. 3 lines 8-28). 

Regarding claim 4, Cuffaro discloses as cited in claim 1 . Cuffaro further 
discloses the call comprises a plurality of call sessions and terminating the call includes 
terminating all call sessions (See col. 3 lines 44-50 and col. 4 lines 21-30). 
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Regarding claim 10, Cuffaro discloses as cited in claim 9. Cuffaro further 
discloses redirecting the call to the remediation center by providing an instruction to 
connect to the remediation center (See col. 3 line 51 to col. 4 line 9, col. 4 lines 31-59). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 11-12 and 21-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Cuffaro (6,223,032). 
Regarding claims 21-22, Cuffaro discloses as cited in claim 13. However, 
Cuffaro does not explicitly mention limitations recited in the claims. Since allowing 
mobile communication device to make emergency calls (i.e. 91 1 calls), while being 
inactivated, locked, shut down or denied normal access to the network (call restrictions), 
is a common practice in the art; therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skill in the art at the time the invention was made to configure the system, as disclosed 
by Cuffaro, with such practice for the advantage of providing a safety feature to users all 
the time. 

Claims 11-12 are rejected for the same reason as set forth in claims 21-22, as 
method. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 
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• USPAT (6,128,507; 5,706,333; 5,812,636; 6,836,654). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to TUAN A. TRAN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
7858. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri, 10:00AM-6 :30PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew Anderson can be reached on (571) 272-4177. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Tuan A Tran/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2618 
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